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The Century, America's Time: Shell Shock (1914-1918)

Directions: Answer the following questions based on the movie. The questions are listed in the order they appear in the film. You do not need to use complete sentences.

Part 1:

1. How many passengers boarded the USS Lusitania in 1915? What happened to the Lusitania on her last day at sea off of the coast of Ireland? 

2. How did the generation of young men that were to fight WWI feel about the war in the summer of 1914?  How long did everyone think the war would last or when it would be over? 

3. How many men did France lose by the end of the first year of the war? What did Germany call the thousands of casualties that were killed within the first weeks of the war? 

4. What was America's stance at the beginning of WWI? Why did American's not worry about the war? 

5. What color did the mass produced Model T come in and how much did it cost?

6. Where were Americans exposed to the war in Europe and how did the war seem here? 

7. How was the war good for America by 1915? How did the war affect the American economy? 

8. Who did Northern employers replace European immigrants with once the war stopped immigration? 

9. What happened to the German assault on the Western Front? How long was the trench system both sides dug here? 
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Part 2:

10. How did the American poet Allen Seeger describe fighting in WWI? 

11. What did the same factories that had begun to contribute to life in the 20th century converted to produce during WWI? What was this the “industrialization” of? 

12. How did soldiers use dead bodies in the trenches? 

13. How many rifleman did a machine gunner have the power of? What terrifying weapon did the Germans introduce in 1918? 

14. What was “shell shock”? 

15. How long did the artillery barrage that preceded the Battle of the Somme last? How many men did the British lose the first day of this attack? 

16. What broke out in the city of Petrograd in February of 1917? What mistake did the Provisional Government that replaced the Tsar make concerning the war? 

17. What kind of government did the Bolsheviks under Lenin seek to establish? What happened to the Russian war effort when the Bolsheviks took over? 
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18. What did Wilson ask Congress for on April 2, 1917? What did Wilson hope about this war? 

19. How were the American soldiers different than the European soldiers already fighting the war? 

20. What did the Germans do in March of 1918? How close did the Germans get to Paris and who stopped them? 

21. What happened to the Kaiser on November 10, 1918? What happened on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month (Nov 11, 1918)? 

22. What was Europe like in the winter of 1918? How many men had died in WWI? 

23. What plan did Woodrow Wilson bring with him to the Versailles Peace Conference in 1919? What were the British and French governments interested in at this treaty? 

24. What kind of conditions did the Versailles treaty impose on Germany? How many years of peace did Europe see before they were again fighting over the same ground? 

