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Napoleon Forges an Empire 

NAPOLEON SEIZES POWER  
(Pages 229–230) 
How did Napoleon rise to power? 

Napoleon Bonaparte was born in 1769 
on the Mediterranean island of Corsica. 
When he was nine years old, his parents 
sent him to military school. In 1785, he 
finished school and became an artillery 
officer. When the revolution broke out, 
Napoleon joined the army of the new 
government. 

In 1795, Napoleon led soldiers against 
French royalists who were attacking the 
National Convention. For this, he was 
thought of as the savior of the French 
republic. 

By 1799, the unsettled French 
government had lost the people’s support. 

In a bold move, Napoleon used troops to 
seize control of the government. This was 
a coup d’état, or a sudden takeover of 
power. Napoleon then assumed dictatorial 
powers. 
 1. How did Napoleon get control of the 

government? 

_______________________________  

_______________________________  

NAPOLEON RULES FRANCE  
(Pages 230–231) 
How did Napoleon use the 
Revolution’s ideas in his government? 

At first, Napoleon pretended to be  
the rightfully elected leader of France.  

Terms and Names 
Napoleon Bonaparte  Military leader who seized power in France 
coup d’état  A sudden takeover of a government 
plebiscite  Vote by the people 
lycée  Government-run public school 
concordat  Agreement 
Napoleonic Code  Complete set of laws set up by Napoleon that eliminated many 

injustices 
Battle of Trafalgar  British defeat of Napoleon’s forces at sea 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you read about the Revolution’s extremes, including 
the Reign of Terror. 

In this section, you will learn how Napoleon grabbed power and brought 
order to France. 

As You Read 
Use a time line to take notes on the events that led to Napoleon’s 
crowning as emperor of France. 
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In 1800, a plebiscite, or vote of the 
people, was held to approve a new 
constitution. The people voted for it 
overwhelmingly, and Napoleon took 
power as first consul. 

Napoleon made several changes that 
were meant to build on the Revolution’s 
good ideas: 
 1. He made tax collection more fair and 

orderly. As a result, the government 
could count on a steady supply of 
money. 

 2. He removed dishonest government 
workers. 

 3. He started lycées—new public schools 
for ordinary citizens. 

 4. He gave the church back some of its 
power. He signed a concordat, or 
agreement, with the pope. This gave 
him the support of the organized 
church. 

 5. He wrote a new set of laws, called the 
Napoleonic Code, which gave all 
French citizens the same rights. 
However, the new laws took away 
many individual rights won during the 
Revolution. For example, they limited 
free speech and restored slavery in 
French colonies. 

 2. What changes did Napoleon make? 

______________________________  

______________________________  

______________________________  

______________________________  

______________________________  

NAPOLEON CREATES AN EMPIRE 
(Pages 231–233) 
What goals did Napoleon have 
beyond France’s borders? 

Napoleon had hoped to make his empire 
larger in both Europe and the New World. 
In 1801, he had sent soldiers to retake the 
island of present-day Haiti. Slaves in that 
colony had seized power during a civil 
war. But his troops failed. Napoleon then 
gave up on his New World plans. In 1803, 
he sold the largest part of France’s North 
American land—the huge Louisiana 
Territory—to the United States. 

Napoleon had been stopped in the 
Americas. So he then moved to add to his 
power in Europe. In 1804, he made 
himself emperor of France. He took 
control of the Austrian Netherlands, parts 
of Italy, and Switzerland. Napoleon’s only 
loss during this time was to the British 
navy in the Battle of Trafalgar. This loss 
kept him from conquering Britain. 
 3. Where did Napoleon succeed in 

adding lands, and where did he fail? 

_______________________________  

_______________________________  

_______________________________  

_______________________________  

_______________________________  
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As you read about Napoleon, note the goals and results of some of his 
actions. 

 
 

Actions Goal(s) Result(s) 

1. Establishment of national bank 
and efficient tax-collection 
system 

  

2. Enacting Napoleonic Code of 
law 

  

3. Sending troops to Saint 
Domingue 

  

4. Selling Louisiana Territory to 
the United States 

  

5. Waging Battle of Trafalgar   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 96
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 96
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 96
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportVisiblePrintableLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides true
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [702.000 873.000]
>> setpagedevice


